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The Z-gram- 100S is an informal way of keep you up on what’s going on in our NOAA
100S Office and NOAA 100S activities. Please advise of additional addees, or if you
are receiving and no longer want to receive. If you think others could benefit from the Z-
gram please pass it on. If you want to see previous Z-grams go the 100S website under
program updates

Programmatics:

FY08: Congrats. The following second year awards have been made: Phase
Deployment and Operation of the Mid Atlantic Regional Coastal Ocean
Observing System (MARCOQS); Developing the Hawaii-Pacific Island Ocean
Observing and Information System; Integration of Coast Observations and Assets
in the Carolinas in support of RCOOS development in SECOORA; A Northeast
Regional Coastal Ocean Observing Systems (NERACOOQOS); A Regional Storm
Surge and inundation modeling testbed for SECOORA,; The following RA
Cooperative Agreements have awarded: MACOORA, NERACOOS, NANOOS,
PaclOOS and SECOORA. The follow new FY08 awards have been made:
Implementation of the Caribbean Regional Coastal Ocean Observing System;
Maintenance and Enhancement of the GCOOS Data Portal; Building toward a
Regional Operations Center.

Congressional Report: Next round of edits have been completed and we will
provide this to NOAA seniors next week.

FY09: No change

FY10: No change

FY11-15: No change

Initial Operating Capability - Data Integration Framework (DIF)

I00S DMAC Standards Process: WE NEED YOU. Please log into the
following website:
http://ioosdmac.fedworx.org/ioos/dmac.nsf/\WhatsNew?OpenForm and participate
in the US DMAC standards process.
US DMAC Steering team meets!!! Overall a good re-start since the group had not
met face-to-face for two years. Thanks to Anne Ball and CAPT Moore for the
extensive pre-meeting work, to Julie Bosch (NCDDC), Charly and Rob - NOAA
I00S for facilitation and note taking. Here are the Highlights:
« 31 participants representing the Federal Agencies, Regional Associations,
and Academic Institutions, which included: Ocean.US, NOAA 100S,
NSF OOlI, Navy, NASA, EPA, USGS, MMS, GoMOOS, SURA, URI,
Texas A&M, Rutgers, Unidata, Raytheon, GEOSS, and NBII OBIS
e Opportunity for the DMAC ST members to discuss the DMAC standards
process and be updated on 100S related activities



http://www.ioos.noaa.gov/
http://ioosdmac.fedworx.org/ioos/dmac.nsf/WhatsNew?OpenForm

e DMAC ST was briefed on Ocean.US’s Modeling and Analysis Steering
Team (MAST), NOAA’s IOOS Program, OOI’s Cyberinfrastructure,
Ocean Biogeographical Information System (OBIS) standards, EPA’s
National Water Quality Monitoring Network (NWQMN), GEOSS,
International Ocean Data Exchange (IODE) standards, vocabulary and
ontology (briefed by the Southeastern Universities Research Association
(SURA)), and NASA'’s Earth Science Data Systems Standards Process
(ESDSSP)

e Moving ahead, the DMAC ST needs to more effectively communicate the
DMAC standards process to increase participation, become more engaged
with the federal agencies through the IWGOO, and discuss how it will
operate in the IOOS domain

e This meeting generated good momentum to carry these discussions
forward

e Specific movement of standards in the process expected over the next
several months

e NEXT MEETING NOVEMBER 2008 - so we do not loose momentum

What the DIF?: The NOAA 100S Data Integration Framework (DIF) has issued
a specification for encoding in-situ ocean observation data in XML (Extensible
Markup Language). The specification

will be beta-tested by NOAA NDBC and CO-OPS and by regional coastal
observatories. The DIF XML specification includes schema and data record
definitions for six IOOS core variables (currents, temperature, salinity, water
level, winds and waves) and a variety of sampling feature types (points, profiles,
trajectories, and collections or time series thereof). It consists of an Open
Geospatial Consortium (OGC) Geography Markup Language (GML) application
schema (ioosTypes.xsd) that extends and specializes GML and Sensor Web
Enablement (SWE) schema definitions, a profile (observationSpecializations.xsd)
of the Observations and Measurements (O&M) schema, a collection of O&M
observation XML documents, and an associated set of SWE XML record
definition XML documents. It is available from the NOAA CSC schema
repository at http://www.csc.noaa.gov/ioos/schema/IOOS-DIF/ . This draft DIF
XML specification was developed in coordination with 100S Regional
Association DMAC Partners and leverages work by the OGC Oceans
Interoperability Experiment (Oceans.IE) and the OOSTethys project. Over the
next several months, the specification will be refined through implementation and
testing and be more fully documented. We will also work with the developers of
Climate Science Modeling Language (CSML) to harmonize with European work
on interoperability of ocean observation Individuals interested in implementing
these XML schema are invited to contact Jeff.deLaBeaujardiere@noaa.gov.

IWGOO: Next meeting 29 May - No change
Collaboration:(projects will stay on the email through to completion)

Bathymetric collection California and Interagency Partners: No change.
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o Army Corps of Engineers collaboration on a National Waves Plan: No change.
NOAA I00S is in the process of receiving comments from HSRP; NOAA's
Ocean and Observing Council. The comments we have seen so far are very
helpful but will require that we take sometime to address them before we will be
able to publish this plan.

« NOAA-Navy collaboration on the GODAE server: The ball is in my court to
discuss with Navy.

e Waves in PORTS®: New USACE/CDIP Chesapeake Bay entrance buoy
deployed May 2008 in partnership with NOAA, Chesapeake Bay Pilots
Association and local 100S observing community

o 10O0S and OBIS: There continues to be discussion between NOAA 100S
Program, COL, USGS and NMFS on OBIS its role and transition.Becky, NOAA
100S, met with Mike Feldman (Consortium for Ocean Leadership/COML) and
Mark Fornwall (USGS) last week in Silver Spring (Feldman and Fornwall were
attending the DMAC Steering Team Meeting) to discuss evolving issues
associated with the long-term sustainability of US OBIS (Ocean Biogeographic
Information System)— a component of the Census of Marine Life.

Other:

e 13-14 May - SECOORA Membership Workshop: Dave Easter and | provided
presentations to the workshop. Mine focused on a programmatic update and Dave
focused on the Cooperative Agreements and upcoming Regional workshop in
December. We had a good dialog with the SECOORA members. We received
briefings on the SECOORA 100S projects and below is only a brief highlight of
the meeting:

o Engaged a Stakeholder Advisory Council which has been actively
solicited to provide input. The stakeholders have ranked the SECOORA
focus areas, identified the need for engagement for members and non-
members, awareness of SECOORA activities, webcast workshops (data
management, HF radar), need for both real-time and archived data and
continued improvement to the user friendliness of access the SECOORA
data.

o Sam Walker and Harvey Seim briefed the strong DMAC which is
configured around a three hub system extending from Florida to North
Carolina. SECOORA will submit their XENIA data model, schema and
NETCDF convention and data dictionary to the US DMAC standards
process and is working with GCOOS on potential adoption of the XENIA
data model. Working on the migration of sub-regional projects to the
overall SECOORA DM efforts.

o Harvey Seim provided as status on the FY0708 SECOORA RCOOS
project which is focused on HF radar and information management.

o Lynn Leonard briefed the efforts to link the RCOQOS projects that are
translating previously ONR funded efforts into an overall RCOOS effort.
SECOORA region is loosing capacity and platforms.



o Peter Shen briefing on the regional storm surge inundation model test bed,
which is not an evaluation of specific storm surge/inundation models but
looking at how each of the models produce the information products
(inundation models, flood maps) using the different models and protocol
to understand how the models might need to be improved.

o Jennifer Dorton briefing on the Carolinas Coast project that this is being
expanded to the SE marine weather portal. A strong partnership with the
NWS and working directly with the NWS CIO for this to roll out on 1
June.

o George Maul briefed on efforts with SAIC in helping them test their next
generation buoy

o JRamus briefed the FerryMon effort which is a private, public and
academic partnership through the NC department of transportation.

15 May: NOAA Gulf of Mexico Regional Collaboration Team Meeting: Regional
Collaboration is NOAA’s efforts to provide a cross NOAA response within a
regional NOAA is organized along line offices and this effort allows the various
components of NOAA to come together to support a particular region. The Gulf
of Mexico Region is 1 of 8 regions. | attended and provided a NOAA 100S
program brief. The key message from this effort is that both GCOOS and
SECOORA can be important partners with NOAA’s Regional Collaboration
Team effort and the Gulf of Mexico Alliance efforts in the region. The GOM
Regional Collaboration Team members gained a better understanding of I00S
and how our Regional Associations can provide support in the area. From a
NOAA perspective, the NOAA I00S Program has strong individual program ties
and we are also pleased we will be able to work closely with the overall regional
collaboration effort to ensure that our efforts are coordinated. As | always state,
I00S is a National endeavor helping to solve our nation’s problems. Thanks to
Buck Sutter who leads the team for his invitation to brief and participate in the
meeting.

Rutgers University to attempt Glider Atlantic Crossing: During final assembly
process last week a battery problem was found with the small 1x3 battery packs,
they were placed by the bigger 3x5 lithium battery packs. Rutgers met with
Electrochem in Massachusetts and the battery packs tested out fine. Rebuilding
of RU17 was slated to be completed on 15 May with ballasting and weight testing
on 16 May.

Congressional:

Efforts continue on the Hill to bundle several pieces of legislation into an "Oceans
package" to try and move forward on the Senate floor rather than through the
hotline process, where several of these bills are already subject to a hold. NOAA
has received word that this package will include four bills, one of which is the
100S legislation.

Communications:



e OGC Announces Another Government Agency Chooses OGC Standards,
Release Date: Wed, 2008-04-30 23:00

e Miami Herald - Ocean-monitoring bill benefits South Florida's fishermen, sailors,
divers, By Barbara Hall, posted on Mon, May. 12, 2008

Upcoming Meetings:

o RA Assessments:
e 4 JUN, SCCOOS, CeNCOOQOS, NANOOS - Seattle, WA
e 12 JUN, PACIOOQS - Silver Spring (Telecon)
o 20-21 May: Hawaii Ocean Observing System (HiOOS) Stakeholder Workshop
and PaclOOS Governance Meeting - Kim Cohen will attend for 100S.

o 21-22 May: PaCOOS Board of Governors Meeting - Charly Alexander will attend
o 27-29 May: EU-US - Baltic Ocean Observing System Symposium: | will provide
a plenary talk on US 100S and will chair the US session of Ocean Observing

where | will be joined by folks from both MACOORA and SECOORA.

Cheers,
Zdenka



