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The Z-gram- IOOS is an informal way of keep you up on what’s going on in our NOAA 
IOOS Office and NOAA IOOS activities.  Please advise of additional addees, or if you 
are receiving and no longer want to receive. If you think others could benefit from the Z-
gram please pass it on. 

Organize for outcomes:   

• Program Office Stand up: It gives me great pleasure to ask you to join me in 
welcoming Patricia Murray to our NOAA IOOS team. She started 26 November 
as our financial management analyst and has already been helping and is getting 
up to speed quickly this week. Patricia comes to us from the Department of the 
Army, Installation Management Command, with a wealth of financial 
management experience.  We completed the interviews for our ZA2 position and 
look to make a selection this week.   

• FY08:  We remain on CR.  While there has been much speculation on what will 
happen in FY08 there has been no official change to our status. 

• Senate Reports:  NOAA IOOS has been asked to provide 2 reports in the 
Senate Appropriations language.  We met with NOAA CFO to get 
concurrence on the outline for the first report which is a 5 year 
implementation plan for IOOS.  The second report is a plan for a National 
DMAC center at Stennis.  At this point we will not advance past the white 
paper that has been written. I will provide more detail in the next Z-gram. 

• Competitive Process:  Proposals were due on 3 December.  As reported 
last week, we will continue to go forward with this competition so that we 
will be ready when we receive a budget.  Mail reviews will begin soon and 
the panel will convene at the end of January. 

• FY09:  NOAA received the pass back from OMB and very quickly provided 
impact statements back to NOAA CFO and DOC. 

• FY10-14:  No Change. Programming phase continues which requires attention 
and resources..   

 Initial Operating Capability - Data Integration Framework (DIF)  

• Bumper sticker:  Data Integration Framework - First 12 months effort focused on 
integrating core variables has begun.  The clock started 1 Feb 2007.   

• Legal Issues on path forward regarding involvement of non-federal participants in 
activities like DMAC Steering Committee:  No change.  

• Standards Process:  We previously reported that we would hold the first DMAC 
ST 28-29 Nov.  Logistically we were unable to hold a face to face meeting.  We 
are already scheduling the May meeting.  We do continue to process the standards 
on schedule and were doing this virtually.  I was out of the office Thanksgiving 
week and most of last week so did not have a chance to get the latest on this 
process. I will comment on the next Z-gram which will not be until 15 Dec as we 
have our NOAA wide SES summit next week and I will be out of the office.   



• What the DIF?: The DIF IPT meet in Silver Spring on 10-11 December to solidify 
our way forward.   

IWGOO:  Next meeting 19 December - no update 

• The IWGOO Strategic Plan is still under review by ICOSRMI.    
• OOI-IOOS white paper - NOAA has approved the handling of the comments 

provide back from the ICOSRMI review.  All agencies of the IWGOO are 
similarly reporting their concurrence. 

Collaboration:(projects will stay on the email through to completion)  

• Bathymetric collection California and Interagency Partners:  No Change.  On 25 
October, the California Ocean Protection Council (OPC) approved a $15M dollar 
expenditure for the California Seafloor Mapping Program (CSMP) for seafloor 
mapping activities within California state waters.  Pursuant to this authorization, 
OPC will develop agreements with 1) NOAA for seafloor mapping data 
collection, data archiving and survey vessel support; 2) California State 
University Monterey Bay for data collection, data management, and product 
development; and 3) U.S. Geological Survey's Coastal and Marine Geology 
Program for data collection, ground-truthing, and sub-bottom profiling.  The OPC 
has approved $7.5M from its 2007/2008 fiscal year appropriation, and has 
indicated support for CSMP for an additional $7.5M from the following year’s 
appropriation to the Council. An ongoing dialog between the CSMP and NOAA's 
Office of Coast Survey, Coastal Services Center, National Marine Sanctuaries 
Program, and NOAA Fisheries Service will continue.  

• Army Corps of Engineers collaboration on a National Waves Plan: Revise, 
request IWGOO and NFRA comments - No change. Jan 08; Publish final second 
quarter FY08.  

• HF Radar use in Oil Spill Response:  The State of CA and CeNCOOS has asked 
NOAA (IOOS and OR&R) to talk about HF radar best use given the oil spill that 
occurred in CA.  Our teams are meeting now and shooting for a January meeting. 

• Late May - Joint Assembly for AGU:  As a NOAA rep to the US-GEO Outreach, 
Communications and Partnership group we submitted and it was accepted 
"GEOSS in the Americas: Coordinating Earth Observations and Earth Science in 
the Western Hemisphere" as a Union Session.  We will seek to submit and IOOS 
related talk for that session.  As well we are looking to have a town hall session 
tittled "Development of the U.S. Integrated Earth Observation System." 

Other:  

• 19 November:  Dr. Paul Sandifer leads our OHII effort.  CAPT Chris Moore was 
the guest speaker at the OHHI Advisory Panel Meeting on Nov. 19th at the CORE 
offices in DC. An Oceans and Human Health Initiative (OHHI) was established 
within NOAA by Congress in 2003. The OHHI is designed to coordinate and 
focus agency activities on critical areas of concern and identify crucial gaps in 



coverage of the connection between the oceans and our health. The goal of this 
meeting was to focus attention on a programmatic review of OHHI’s Goal 1: “ 
Lead the development of early warning systems to forecast threats and predict 
long-term risks to human health throughout U.S. coastal and Great Lakes waters”. 
CAPT Moore provided an overview of the IOOS Program and our approach to 
integration through the establishment the DIF.  

• 27-30 Nov: I attended our NOS ELT meeting in Charleston.  Since I could not say 
it better than my boss, I have flattered him by quoting from his weekly: The NOS 
Executive Leadership Team held its fall retreat this week.  We focused again on 
getting the NOS story together, how we can collaborate and be mutually 
supportive, and how our collective efforts support NOAA in serving the American 
people.  It is all about turning our slogan – “America’s Oceans and Coasts:  Safe, 
Healthy and Productive” – into a strong statement of our value to the country.  
NOS, and NOAA itself, are more than just collections of great programs. We also 
visited the NOS offices at Fort Johnson:  the Hollings Marine Laboratory and the 
Cooperative Center for Environmental Health and Molecular Biology.  HML is a 
cooperative lab with five separate partners (NOAA, NIST, South Carolina DNR, 
the College of Charleston, and the Medical University of South Carolina).  We 
also visited one of the treasures of the National Estuarine Research Reserves 
System, the ACE Basin NERR.  NOAA and its SCDNR partners manage 25,000 
acres of valuable tidal marsh and wetlands, but leverage more than five times that 
much in the Reserve through creative partnerships.   

Congressional: Nothing to Report  

Press:  

• See article by POGO on the importance of ocean observing:  
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/7109354.stm 

 Upcoming:   

• 4 December:  NOAA will support CaRA inaugural meeting and General 
Assembly.  Gabrielle Canonico and Mary Culver will present NOAA IOOS at this 
meeting. 

• 5-7 December:  NOS wide SES summit.  Paul Moersdorf and I will have the 
opportunity to brief all the NWS Senior Executives prior to the summit. 

• 10-11 December:  DIF IPT meeting 
• 12 December: NOAA IOOS and CO-OPS will meet to talk about closer 

coordination between our two programs 
• 13 December:  USGS has asked to meet with IOOS regarding USGS greater 

involvement. Charly Alexander will be the POC for this meeting and we will seek 
your request for opportunities we have to collaborate better with USGS. 

• 18-19 December: Director to visit Sennis Space Center for Navy Commander, 
Meteorological and Oceanographic Command - Change of 
Command/Retirement.  RDML Tim McGee will turn over Command to 



RDML(sel) Dave Titely and RDML McGee will retire.  I will also be talking with 
NDBC from a programatic perspective.   

 


